
BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held On 8th April 2015  
At 37 Hadleigh Drive Oulton Broad 

 
Present:     Allyson Barron (Chair), Margaret Martin, Sheila Hunter, Brian Hunter,  
                    Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous 
 
Apologies:  John Ward 
 
Previous Minutes.  These were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Wildflower plugs were purchased from British Wild Flowers in North Burlingham and planted with 
help from Bonds Meadow residents.  The rowan tree has been planted and is doing well. 
Theft of Wood.  No further information.  The notice drafted by Margaret was approved by the 
committee.  It will be printed on yellow paper (for maximum clarity) and laminated.  Peter Aldous 
said he can put notices up. 
Offer of Logs.  No-one except John (who is away) has any information about this.  This needs to be 
followed up with John.   
Volunteer Recruitment.   Margaret has not yet had an opportunity to contact Anglia Community 
Trust (who appear to be taken over from the Volunteer Centre).  She will liaise with Allyson.  Shaw 
Trust indicated some time ago that they may be able to place clients with a work party.  Allyson 
followed this up but we had not heard anything.  Margaret has been advised by a contact at Shaw 
Trust to re-contact them.   
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson apologised for her absence at the last meeting.  She has liaised with Margaret regarding the 
encroachment and with Peter A regarding project management.  She will concentrate on recruiting 
and promoting Bonds Meadow.  Recruitment notices are appearing in the Lowestoft Journal.  Thanks 
were expressed to Peter Gray and Peter Aldous for their work throughout the winter.  The Anglia in 
Bloom award is important to us as it recognises our long-term sustainability.  There was a discussion 
as to whether we should revert to our former title of “Friends of Bonds Meadow”.  We are 
recognised as a long-lived Community Association.  Allyson is still working on Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
links.  Nothing has happened regarding the knotweed.  Allyson will chase Mark Ross of Waveney 
Norse. 
 
Encroachment 
 
Margaret is attending the Oulton Parish Council meeting on 13th April.  Although Bonds Meadow is 
not in Oulton Parish, Oulton Parish Council can comment on anything which affects the parish.  
There is concern over where surplus water should go from the Woods Meadow Development.  It 
looks as if the overflow will go through the Bonds Meadow water course.  We will use the 
opportunity to seek the assistance of the Parish Council in bringing in a resolution to the problem of 
the blocked water course.  The parish council are aware of our concerns and they are interested.  
We need to get them on board.  It was agreed that the committee will seek the support of Oulton 
Parish Council in their endeavours to resolve this problem. 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
 
Balance brought forward from last meeting    £865-37 
 
- Web-site fee        £  92-54 
+John’s gig        £  27-13 
         £799-96 
 
-Less Rowan Tree Money to Christina (replacement cheque)              £    9-00 
-Plant Plugs        £  27-50 
+Petty Cash        £763-46 
 
+Petty Cash        £     4-87 
 
Total Available to the Association                                                             £768-33 
 
The Treasurer will bank the petty cash (£4-87). 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Peter A was away for five weeks.  Peter G continued to keep pathways clear during this time.  Ponds.  
Since then, they continued to ensure that all three ponds are clear of wood and litter and have 
largely been successful in eradicating the majority of the pond weed that has blighted these ponds 
each year.  On Tuesday March 24th, they spent all morning clearing the two smaller ponds that had 
been filled with wood.  Pathways.  All pathways are checked weekly and cleared of encroachment.  
Considerable time has been spent ensuring that all pathways remain navigational.  All morning was 
spent on March 31st clearing fallen trees and limb debris after the week-end gales.  Orchard.  There 
is a profusion of growth across all 16 fruit trees in the orchard.  Litter Picking.   If they did not 
apportion their time equally, the volunteers could spend every Tuesday morning simply clearing up 
after other people.  The worst area is off Hall Road.  The water running almost alongside the path is 
a dumping ground for bottles, cans and takeaway containers.  We collected 3 bags full, one of glass 
bottles.  All rubbish was taken away by Peter Gray.  Tree Felling.  Thankfully the publicity seems to 
have worked for there has been no sign of any wood chopping activity lately.  Most dog walkers talk 
to us. The majority mention the journal story and tell us they are keeping a lookout for any wood 
thieves.  Volunteers.  Despite a weekly mention in the Oulton Broad section of the Journal’s “Your 
Correspondent” section, Peter A has received no phone calls despite his home number being 
published.  Bonds Meadow Profile.   Peter A believes it is imperative to have Hi-Viz jackets, complete 
with a printed message e.g. “Bonds Meadow Volunteers”, ordered as soon as possible.  Both Peter A 
and Peter G continue to wear outer garments that quickly become torn and unusable.  Decent 
yellow Hi-Viz jackets would cost approximately £30 each (plus printing) and would greatly enhance 
the profile of Bonds Meadow to all that visit the area.  It was agreed that Peter A could purchase 2 
jackets.  Allyson expressed huge thanks to Peter for all his work. 
 
 
Grants 
 
Margaret will apply for a grant for wildflower seeds from the Dulverton Trust before the deadline of 
20th April.  It was agreed we will need 2 x 5kg bags of seed, one of meadow-mix for clay soil and one 
of yellow rattle.    It may be possible to apply for the cost of notice boards and benches within this 
grant.  Margaret needs costings before going ahead.  It was felt that Waveney District Council should 
fund notice boards and benches.  Allyson will contact. 



 
AGM 
 
Brian will check availability of the Oulton Community Centre lounge for Saturdays in June.  We 
discussed the possibility of organising a drop-in session and invite people along.  We also discussed 
having the AGM in Bonds Meadow, followed by a buffet, with the Oulton Community Centre as a 
back-up if the weather is bad. 
 
Website 
 
There are outstanding issues and suggestions from the last meeting.  Defer until John is available. 
 
AOB 
 
Christina advised digging up small Hawthorn bushes, now the ground is soft, and planting them in 
“no-man’s land” as this would deter people and Himalayan Balsam.  It would also be good for 
butterflies. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The date of the next meeting will be at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 13th May 2015 at 37 Hadleigh Drive.  
 
 
          
 
 
 


